THE  LATER  PRESCHOOL  PERIOD        197
When the table was set, the maid brought in a covered
glass dish of mixed sliced fruit, two covered pitchers of milk,
a covered plate of bread, little glass cups, double boilers
with pea puree and creamed potatoes, and little baskets .of
graham toast. One child carried a pitcher of milk to each
table. Cream cheese sandwiches were put on each table.
The younger children had bowls; the older children, plates.
On each child's dish was put the creamed potato and pea
puree, and on top of that a spoonful of finely chopped
raw lettuce and celery. Then the children all went to the
table and stood by their chairs while they said:
God is great and God is good,
Let us  thank  Him for our food.
After lunch, Betty cleaned her teeth with her own tooth-
brush, and then lay down on a canvas cot for her afternoon
nap. The role that the teacher played in this nursery school
is significant. She was there to see that the right kind of
play materials were provided and to help the children do
better the things they would naturally do anyway. She did
not interfere with anything they were doing unless it was
something which interfered with the activity of another
child, was destructive of materials, -or involved immediate
harm to the child, or lack of stimulation for him. Occa-
sionally she showed a better way of doing something, sug-
gested that one child help another, or gave approval to
special effort. Now and then, she called attention to some
kind of conduct that was desirable or undesirable. There
was nothing in her manner to arouse antagonism. She
laughed with the children a great deal, and helped create a
happy atmosphere. The teacher's manner was one which
many parents and other teachers might well imitate.
QUESTIONS AND  PROBLEMS
1. Ask a number of preschool children to draw a man. Compare
results with those reproduced by Gesell in Mental Growth of the Pre-
School Child, pages 214, 215; or, better still, score the drawings accu-